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and Government more necessary than in the fighting of all
kinds of graft and corruption.

All over the world it is agreed that the main causes of
crime are defects and maladjustments in the social environ-
ment.1 The peasant everywhere is proverbially a quiet,
law-abiding fellow, and yet in the Punjab, a land of
peasants, violent crime if not actually increasing is far too
common. There must, therefore, be several things wrong
with the social environment of the province, and when we
come to look into the villages we find some of these wrongs:
debt, poverty, ill-health, squalor, slum conditions of living,
waste, competitive display and extravagance, dullness and
idleness, in some places drink, and everywhere the utterly
disorganized state of village life. From all these conditions
crime is bound to spring.

Just as, in the matter of health, prevention of disease is
better than cure, so in the body politic the prevention of
crime should be considered as important as its punishment;
and it is here that rural reconstruction has a part to play.
The aims of this movement are :

1.    Profitable work and interesting recreation.

2.    Better homes.

3.    Organized villages.

1.   Work and play.   On the economic side are :
(i)    Better fanning,
(ii)    Rural industries,
(iii)   Thrift.

(iv)    Co-operative enterprise of all kinds to make what is
worth doing at all still more worth while.

These will not only increase wealth but keep the people,

1 The Home Secretary speaking in Parliament several years ago
said, ' Unquestionably by far the most important means of securing
a diminution in crime is a general improvement in social conditions.